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daughters are in contact with?* I ask. cXot In the
least/ Madge replies. "There are thousands of
worthy people in the old country who hardly have
an idea the war is on, or what it means. Others run
hospitals, great and small, because it is the thing to
do; others trot off to war-work gaily, and
splints and badges for the broken, as if they were
selling programmes at a society matinee! They use
the work centres as gas and gossip clubs, and talk
over the scandals of society. I know what I'm talking
about, because I know four dear old ladies who are
well in it - one is very wealthy and does nothing at
all, save regard the war as an invention of the devil
sent to interfere with her personal routine, while
another is honest at heart and does her best on a
small scale in the hospital world, but she doesnjt
grasp the magnitude of the war; the third? being an
autocrat of the worst type, sits on committees and
loves domineering the rest of her neighbours; while
the fourth, a talker 3 honestly thinks she is doing her
bit - that cursed expression - but being an intensely
stupid woman is only a hindrance to her fellow
workers. But remember, many of the men and
women at home are having the time of their lives;
only the war victims themselves, personally hurt
through the death of their nearest and dearest, really
know what war is, and can appreciate the sufferings
out here. There are many exceptions of course,, but
L                                 161